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E April is Volunteer 
Appreciation  Month. 
CASA’s annual volunteer 
dinner is on Thursday, 
April 23, Sawyer-Hayes 
Community Center, 6 p.m 

APRIL 23

Save the date for our 
13th annual St. James 
Court Art Show Preview 
Party. Thursday, October 
1, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m, at the 
Louisville Palace. 

OCT 1

The annual Bourbon 
by the Bridge will be 
Saturday, June 13, 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., at the base of 
the Big Four Bridge.

JUNE 13

Get ready for the first 
CASA fashion show in 
partnership with the 
Outlet Mall of the 
Bluegrass. Our back-to 
-school drive will also 
culminate at this event.

JULY 18
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WHAT’S A CASA? A FRIEND
During this year’s Embrace 
A Child, we had the privilege 
of  listening to Cheylan, a 
former CASA child, talk 
about what a CASA meant 
to her. We wanted to share 
her words with all of  you.

“Where there is ruin, there is 
hope for a treasure.” ― Rumi
 Every child is a treasure and 
in every child is the hope of  a 
better tomorrow...Every moment 
of  your time that you spend and 
every dime that goes towards 
programs such as CASA truly 
do make a difference.
 I am here as proof  that 
CASA works. My name is 
Cheylan. I am 22 years old and, 
thanks to the folks at CASA, 
I am not another statistic. I 
am a full-time, second-year 
college student at UofL. I am a 
productive member of  society—
someone who works and enjoys 
life. My sister is a high school 
graduate, who continues to strive 
towards excellence through her 
service in the U.S. Navy.

 I was placed into foster 
care as a toddler, along with 
my older brother and my 
younger sister. Our parents 
had a very messy divorce and 
were unable meet the necessary 
requirements to regain custody. 
I have lost count of  just how 
many foster homes I had been 
placed in those many years 
back, but it couldn’t have been 
any less than five. My sister 
and I remained in the system 
until age 10 and 12, when our 
adoption was finally legalized.
 I still have vague memories 
of...having to pack up whatever 
belongings that I could fit into 
my trash bag before making 
another transition. After a 
while, I began to see myself  

T H E  R E A L  I M PA C T  O F  V O L U N T E E R S
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Dear Friends,

After a long, cold winter we are so grateful it is spring! 
And with spring comes the important month of April. April 
is recognized internationally as Child Abuse Awareness 
Month, as well as Volunteer Appreciation Month. As you 
might imagine, it’s a big month for CASA!

Every day I am overwhelmed by the wonderful work of 
our volunteers and staff. Our volunteers take time out 
of their schedules to ensure that each child has a voice. 
This voice is powerful because it means children can have some control over their own 
destinies. This voice can impact their school, their homes, and every aspect of their lives. 
Without CASAs, this voice may be quenched among other competing voices, that may 
not be in their best interests.

THANK YOU to all of our volunteers. From working as a child advocate, serving on the 
Board or committee to helping around the office—each and every person is working 
to forward our mission and make an impact on a child’s life. Each volunteer plays an 
important role. Edward Everett Hal said it best, “I am only one, but I am one. I cannot 
do everything, but I can do something. And I will not let what I cannot do interfere with 
what I can do.”

Last year, we served 559 kids with 187 volunteers, the most in one year. But, there 
were over 500 kids waiting for someone to be their voice. We need volunteers who are 
willing to be the voice for these children. We hope that you consider volunteering with 
us. Or, perhaps you know someone who would be a good fit at CASA. 

We know that being a child advocate is no easy task. But, you can still support our 
program by funding our mission through an annual contribution, a monthly donation, or 
through a legacy fund. To maximize your donation, find out if your company will match 
it. A company match doubles the impact of your dollars. 

Thank you again to everyone who supports CASA and we hope you will share our work 
and the impact we have in our community with your friends.  

Sincerely,

William Myers, JD, MBA
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THANK YOU TO THE VOLUNTEERS 
WHO HAVE BECOME THE VOICE 

FOR THESE CHILDREN. 

DO YOU WANT TO BE A VOICE FOR A CHILD? 
 CONTACT VONNA@CASARR.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

Crystal, a teen mom, cares for two small children. They are all in 
the custody of the state. Crystal lived in numerous placements 
within her own family, but they were neglectful. She attends 
school and is involved in an Independent Living Skills program 
to help her become a responsible adult. Her CASA maintains 
close contact and actively participates in helping Crystal make 
long-term plans. 

REMEMBERING 
SAM SWOPE
Sam Swope passed away on December 9th at the age 
of  88. Sam was a member of  our “Embrace a Child 
Society” as well as a supporter of  CASA’s work in 
the community. He blessed us with his generosity, as 
well as his presence at our events. It was wonderful to 
share stories with Sam and Marlys at our gatherings as 
well as to see his ever smiling face. 

“The legacy of heroes is the memory of a great 
name and the inheritance of a great example.” 
       – BENJAMIN DISRAELI

Sam was a pillar of  our community and his legacy 
is one that will be remembered for decades. Because 
of  his generosity, thousands of  children, adults, and 
animals received care and attention through the work 
of  the non-profit community. 

Thank you, Sam, for your example and dedication to 
serving others.

I N  M E M O R I A M

PHOTO BY: LOUISVILLE BUSINESS FIRST

This year’s Sally Wilson Erny 
Volunteer of the Year Award is 
presented to Bobbi Waldman, Carolyn 
and Tony Garner. 

VOLUNTEER 
SPOTLIGHT

BOBBI WALDMAN
Since 2009, Bobbi has been a 
passionate CASA advocate. With over 10 
cases under her belt, she has become 
more than just a child advocate but a 
mentor and organization supporter. 
She spreads the word about CASA to 
everyone she meets and engages them 
to become just as passionate in the 
fight to give children a voice.

CAROLYN & TONY GARNER
Carolyn and Tony are long time 
volunteers, serving children in Oldham, 
Henry & Trimble Counties. Their 
consistent presence and caring has 
changed the lives of  so many children 
and their words of  encouragement have 
strengthened the resolve of  parents 
and grandparents who want to do what 
is best for their children. Their kindness 
and honesty wins over the toughest 
kids and adults. They support CASA with 
special projects, events and are always 
ready to take on a new case. They truly 
are the “dynamic duo” in the counties!”

Crystal, 18



HOW CAN I HELP?
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

BE THE VOICE FOR A CHILD
Every year CASA serves nearly 500 kids, but there are 
hundreds waiting for someone to be their voice. 

JOIN A COMMITTEE
Get involved with the organization by sharing your 
experience and expertise as a committee member. 

SHARE YOUR OFFICE SKILLS
CASA maximizes the impact of donor dollars by keeping 
low overhead. We always need volunteers willing to share 
their office skills to assist with data management and front 
office needs. 

CONTACT US
CHILD ADVOCACY

Vonna Ohlmann 
vonna@casarr.org 

502-400-8041

EVENTS & OTHER 
VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES

Amabelle Camba
amabelle@casarr.org

502-400-8040

4

Kent Blake
Chair

Tim Nall
Vice Chair 

Ken Lear
Treasurer

Tammy Switow
Development Chair

Karen Larimore
Personnel Chair

Carol Lomicka
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SATURDAY, JUNE 13
B I G  F O U R  B R I D G E  •  6  P . M .  T O  9  P . M . 
w w w . b o u r b o n b y t h e b r i d g e . c o m

Maria Kurnick 

JoAnne Maamry 

Katherine McGuire

Nora Meldrum

Leon Mooneyhan 

Bridget Papalia

Pam Ray 

Ruth Reid

Stephen 
   Van Hooser

Russ Wardlaw 

Terry Wright

Board Questions:
william@casarr.org
(502) 595-4911

Cheyenne is 5 years old and was molested by her father. 
Her mother cannot take care of her. Cheyenne is living living 
with her grandmother. The local Child Advocacy Center is 
assessing Cheyenne’s case to bring possible criminal charges 
against her father. A CASA was assigned to ensure that 
Cheyenne lives in a safe home and receives the services she 
needs to overcome the trauma of abuse. 

In a year, 5-year-old Kate has been in six different homes 
through no fault of her own. She entered foster care after 
her mother was sent to jail. Kate is a happy child, but the 
lack of a stable home is having an emotional impact. Without 
a permanent home, Kate may not be able to form healthy 
relationships. Her CASA is there to make sure she finds a 
stable home before its too late.

Kate, 5 Cheyenne, 5



PROGRAM 
UPDATE

IMPACT

as a number. I felt that I was 
being punished for a crime that 
I had never even gotten the 
chance to commit. There was a 
sense of  severe hopelessness and 
powerlessness as I spent so much 
time waiting to see where I 
would be sent next.
 I began to unleash all of  that 
internal rage on my younger 
sister and on others at school. 
I had been removed from the 
classroom so many times—
expelled so many times—that 
they didn’t know what else to 
do with me. Psychiatry was 
great and the medications 
helped to mellow me out... But 
they could never fill that void 
which had been created through 
the loss of  a mother and a 
father.
 I was fortunate enough 
to have been appointed an 
advocate. Ms. Diane came 
into my life as a friend and 
we remain in contact even 
today. In my chaotic world, 
she came along as a source of  
tranquility. I honestly thought 
that she was just one of  my 
dad’s friends -- a friend of  the 
family.
 She didn’t introduce herself  
to me with some fancy title 
in an office building, or in a 
sterile health facility; we always 
met in a casual setting. She 
didn’t carry a notepad/folder 
on me, or interrogate me on 
whatever issue... She just 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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came to have fun. During that 
period in time, for once, I had 
someone present in my life who’s 
sole purpose was to let me know 
that I was significant. We would 
go out for ice cream; we would go 
to the pumpkin patch; we would 
go hiking -- for those moments 
of  time away every week, I could 
forget about all of  the custody 
drama and concern myself  with 
just being a kid.
 How can one who feels 
so insignificant aspire to be 
anything great in life? Without 
my advocate and all of  the 
angels along the way, I doubt 
that I would be standing here 
before you today. You can be that 
advocate for a child who is in such 
desperate need for it, and you can 
be that special person who helps 
to overcome the defeatist attitude 
which says that there is no hope 
in even trying. Whether you are 
a sponsor or a volunteer, please 
know that you are making a 
difference. There are treasures 
in the ruin and it may just take 
a Court Appointed Special 
Advocate to pull them up from 
out of  the wreckage -- to let them 
know that they are precious.
 “Carve your name on 
hearts, not tombstones. 
A legacy is etched into 
the minds of  others and the 
stories they share about you.” 
--Shannon L. Alder

THANK YOU.

132Active Volunteers 
Jan-March 2015

43 New children served 
January & February

283
Active Cases Jan-March

1,148
Volunteer Hours Jan-Feb 2015

346
Total Children Advocated  Jan-March
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Mark is 7 years old and lives with his mom, dad, 
and 2-year old sister. Mark’s mom recently lost her 
job after leaving early to visit Mark at school after 
exhibiting extreme behaviors. Despite medications, 
his behavior was out of control and he was sent to 
a facility for evaluation and treatment. A CASA was 
appointed to his case to ensure his safety.

Mark, 7

Shannon just turned 18 and has a 3 ½ year old 
daughter. She tried her best to juggle work, school, 
and her daughter. The stress of adulthood took its 
toll within a few months. Just a child herself, her CASA 
paved the road for her to be part of an Independent 
Living Program for kids who age out of foster care. 
Shannon is hopeful she can continue her education 
while supporting her daughter. 

Shannon, 18
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At the Embrace a Child breakfast, CASA honored the 
people and organizations that have constantly and 
generously provided their time, talent, and treasure to 
making an impact on the lives of abused and neglected 
children in Louisville. 

The 2015 CASA Hero award was given to Carol 
and Bill Lomicka. Carol is a long-time Board Member 
and supporter of CASA. She and Bill are our biggest 
cheerleaders and have supported us on everything from 
securing our building, the “Lomicka House,” to setting up 
chairs at Bourbon by the Bridge!

The CASA Hero organization of 2015 was awarded 
to Kosair Charities.  Their generosity has provided us a 
home on their campus, supported us through grants, and 
allowed us to participate in the “High Flyer Fund.” Their 
continued support has ensured that CASA can continue 
its important mission of serving children in new and more 
dynamic ways. 

Congratulations to our CASA Heroes!



THANK YOUR FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

VIEW ALL 
EVENT PHOTOS AT: 

CASARIVERREGION.ORG
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